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Let every Soul be ſubject to the Higher Powers. - 


IN the ſeven firſt Verſes of this Chapter, the Duty fo 

[| of Subjects to Perſons in Authority is plainly laid fr 

down; and the end of all Government, and the. h. 

| Duty of all Governoursplainly imply d. And it is my in 

| Deſign. to draw ſome uſeful and proper. Obſervations } þ; 

from what the Apoſtle hath here delivered upon theſe | yr 
two Heads. | 


| I. With reſpect to Gover! 5 — 
0 5 - * KC ; 8 . | 
| II. * reſpee? "0 Subſecte oO _ : | 
| I. Withreſpeft to Governours. And here, 90 


1 The thing we obſerve is, That the Apoſtle de- jg 

| clares that they are ordained of God, v. 1. That their of 
Authority is the ordinavce of God, v. 2. That they are th 

3 the Miniſters of God, v. 4, 6. And ſince an Apoſtle hath Pa 
i ſo far concern'd himſelf with the matter of Govern- pr 
| ment, 3s to ſay this, ir cannot be amiſs in us, who are | gr 
to be guided by his Directions, to examine in what 
Senſe this muſt be underſtood. Now one would thinx th 
it next to impoſſible that any ſhould underſtand theſe, the 
| and the like Expreſſions, to ſignifie that God had him- | th 
ſelf appointed for all the Kingdoms of the Earth, one ve 

| Particular form of Government; and that all Deviati- zz. 
ons from that, or alterations in it are unlawful, as ye, 
they are Tranſgreſlions of the poſitive Inſtitution of |} £4 
Almighty God. For, I-ma "HP venture to fay, that go 
there 1s not the leaſt foorlitp of this Divine Inſtituti- rg. 
on in all the Accounts we have of the Dealings af F ſon 
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| vidence with Mankind; nor the leaſt ground for ſuch 
an opinion from Hiſtory, or the reaſon of the thing And 
in the words of the Apoſtle naw before us, ſuppoſing 
he had confind them to the form of Government then 
in being at Rome, can any one imagine that he intend- 
ed to declare that the Reman Emperors, who at firſt 
manifeſtly uſurp d, and maintain'd their Authority by 
force of Arms had their Commiſſion immediately 
from-God? Can any one 0 that he would not 
have ſaid the ſame things, had the Republick continud 
in all its former Rights, and ancient Liberty? Or that 
he would not have preſsd Obedience and Submiſſion 
upon the Subject, from the ſaid Topicks ? Nay, that 
he meant this of all ſorts of Supreme Powers, and of 
Magiſtrates in all forms of Government, is evident from 
this which he makes as it were, the ground of all theſe 
forms of Expreſſions, v. 1. That there is no Power but 


of Go: Which certainly extends equally. to all wo 


are poſſeſod of any ſort of Power, to be exercis'd for the 
good of the Publick, and to all Species of Governments. 
So that it cannot be meant here of any one form, that it 
is of. God, in any other Senſe, hut that in which it is true 
of all. And it being trug of all in no other Senſe but 


this, That no Perſons are poſſeſſed of any Governing 


Providence of 


Power for the ores Humane Society, but by the 
l | God, and hy his will either permitting 
or decreeing it: It can in no other Senſe he here meant. 


hat of any one Particular ſort of Governors, that they have 


their Authority from God. It is his Will indeed that 
there ſhould be Government in Humane Societies, for 
the Peaceand Happineſa of Mankind: And ſoall G 
vernours, of what ſort ſoever, may be ſaid to be ordained 
by God, becauſe: it is his Will that there ſhonld be go- 
vernours; they may be {tyPd the Miniſters of God, be- 


f cauſe they act his Pleaſure whilſt they do the Duty of 


good Governqurs; and their: Authority may be ſaid 

to be the Ondinante of God becauſe it is his Will thar. 

ſome Perſons ſhould be — with Authority for the 
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of Humane Society. And thus St. Pete ſeems to 

underſtand this Matter, in his firſt Epiſtle Chap. 2. 13. | 

where he expreſly calls the King, and Governours un- 

der him, by the name of an Humane Ordinance, becauſe 
the particular Forms of Government are of Humane 

| Determination : And makes them no otherwiſe of Di- 

| vine Appointment, but by ſaying, v. 15. That it is 

tige Will ef God they ſhould be obey d. Nay, it is evi- 
dent that what St. Paul ſaith here, is ſpoken of all in 
Power and Authority; of the loweſt degree of Magi- 

ftrates, as well as the higheſt Prince upon Earth. They 
are all equally ordained by God; their Authority equal- 
ly the ordinance of God, and themſelves equally the Ai. 
niſters of God: And theſe things cannot be meant of 
them in a07 other ſenſe, but as they are by God's Pro- 


| vidence poſſeſsd of Power and Authority; and as it is 
God's Will they ſhould be obey'd in the due Execution 
of their Office: And therefore cannot be meant of the 
| greateſt Prince in any other. 1 
2. We may obſerve, that it is declar'd here, That 
| the ſole end, and buſineſs of all Governing Power, is to 
| Conſult the good of Humane Society, by maintaining 
Peace and Virtue in it, ver. 3. Rulers, i. e. thoſe who 
| _ faithfully perform the Office of Rulers, are wot à ter- 
2 rour to good works, but to the evil And ver. 4. He, 
; that is, One who is truly a Governour, is the Mini- 
| ſter of God to thee for good, and the Miniſter of God like- 
| wile in another Senſe, 'vis. A Revenger to execute wrath |. 
upon bim abat doth Evil. And ver. 6. Theſe Rulers | 
are ſaid to be continually attending upon tha very thing. | 
In which Account of Governours it is not to be ſuppo- * 
| fed that the Apoſtle meant, that all of them did al- 
ways perform this good part; but that this was their c 
great Buſineſs, and the only end of their Inſtitution, n. 
as he makes it the ground of the Obedience to be ar 
paid to them. Lou ſee here that he doth not give 
an Account of the Princes and Governonrs of this world, 
as of Perſons exalted by the immediate — of | 
L | . Ts: Hea 7 
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Heaven, to a height above their Neighbours, to be 
Arbitrators, at their own Pleaſures, of the Lives and 
Fortunes of their Fellow Creatures, and to receive the 
ſervile Homage of whole Nations; but as of Perſons 
Providers of God to a difficult and la- 


to watch Day and Night for the good of that Socie- 
ty, in which they preſide; to be diſtinguiſh'd indeed 
. others by the Enſigns of Greatneſs and Autho- 
ty, but this only to make them more capable of ſer- 


ving the Publick, and conſulting the Intereſt of the 


whole. Their Office indeed is a glorious Office + Bur 
the Glory of it doth not conſiſt in the outward Maje- 


ſty of the Governor, and the Servility of the Subjects; : | 


but in the Happineſs and Peace, that is deriv'd from 


the Cares and Labours of the Supreme Head, to all the 


Members of the Body Politick. And that Governor 


who contradicts the Character here laid down by 


St. Paul, who is not a Terror to evil Works, but to good; 


0 who is not the Miniſter of Good to the Virtuoue, and of 


Vengeance to the Wicked only; and who is not conti- 


N nually watching for the Good and Happineſs of Humane 
|= Society, is not the Governor whom St. Paul means in 


this place, or to whom he here preſſes Obedience: 
And much leſs, if he manifeſtly Act contrary to the 
only End of his Inſtitution , and endeavour to. ruin 


the Happineſs of that Society over which he is plac'd. 
And this may ſerve to explain yet farther, in what 


Senſe theſe Higher Powers are from God; vix. As they 


| k Act agreeably to his Will, which is, that they ſhould 
promote the Happineſs and Good of Humane Society. 


Which St. Paul all along ſuppoſes them to do. And 
conſequently, when they do the contrary, they can- 
not be ſaid to be from God, or to act by his Authority, 


Rnd 3 any more than an inferior Magiſtrate may be ſa id to 
act by a Prince's Authority, whilſt he Acts directly 


contrary to his Will. 
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Having thus laid before you what the Apoſtle hath 


here deliver d with reſpect to Governors, I come now, 


as I propos d. 


II. To conſider what is | here ſaid, With Reſpe&t to 
Subjects, and their Duty. And, bs a 


1. The Duty of Submiſſion, and Non-Reſifance, is laid 


down in ſuch abſolute Terms, that many.have been 
inducd from hence to think, That the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion denieth the Subject all Liberty of redreſſing the 
greateſt Grievances. Thus, Ver. 2. Whoſoever therefore 
reſiſteth the Power, reſiſtet h the Ordinance of God; and they 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: And V. 5. 
Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but 


| alſo for Conſcience- ſake; 1. e. Not only for fear of Pu- 
niſhmenr, but out of a Senſe of Duty. Thoſe who do 


not examine into the Foundation upon which the 
Apoſtle builds this Doctrine, and into the whole of 


what he delivers, may indeed be 0 to think, that 
| Vo low d to Subject, 
tho lying under the greateſt Oppreſſions imaginable: 
And yer methinks, on the other hand, if the Apoſtle Þ 
had done nothing but enforc'd the Duty of Obedience 

upon the Subject, it would be reaſonable to judge 
from the Nature of the Thing, and the Abſurdities | 


in theſe Words there is little Relief a 


of the contrary, that he meant this only as a general 


Rule, in all ordinary Caſes, rather than to imagine 1 
Tat he ſhould abſolutely conclude whole Nations un- 
der Miſery and Slavery without hopes of. Redreſs. 


But 1 obſerve, 1 5 
2. That the Apoſtle doth himſelf ſo explain his own 
Doctrine in this very place, by the Reaſons he gives 


for this Obedience in Subjects, and the Account he gives 
of the Duty of Governors, as to leave Subjects all the 
Liberty they can reaſonably deſire. For tho he doth | 
at firft preſs upon them, in unlimited Words, an 
Obedience and Non-Refitance to the Higber Powers; yet | 


he 


OT SM | 
he manifeſtly afterwards limits this Obedience to ſuch 
Rulers, as truly anſwer to the End of their Inſtitution. 
The Reaſons he gives for Submiſſion, is this, Ver. 3. 
For Rulers are not 4 Terror to good Works, but to the evil: 
And Ver. 4. Their buſineſs is declar'd to be the Execu- 
tion of Wrath upon him that doth evil; and the neceſſity 
of Submiſſion 1s inferr'd from hence, Ver. 5. Where- 
fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but for 
Candles, abe: That is, it is your Duty to obey the 
Supreme Power, becauſe the great End of all Humane 
Authority is the good of the Publick; that honeſt Men 
may be protected in their Properties, and all Violence, 
and Diſorder, and Unhappineſs in Human Society, 
be prevented and — - and becauſe it is your 
Duty to promote that good End. Now this being the 
Argument of the Apoſtle, all that we can poſſibly col- 
le& from his Injuct ions is this place, is this, That it is 
the indiſpenſable Duty of Subjects to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to ſuch Governors as anſwer the good End of 
their Inſtitution: to ſuch Rulers as he here deſcribes; 


ſuch as are not 4 Terror to good Works, but to the evil; 
ſuch as promote the publick Good, and are continually 


c ttending upen this very thing, To theſe the profoundeſt 


Reverence, and the loweſt Submiſſion is due, as to 


the greateſt Bleſſings a Society can enjoy; and Reſi- 


ſtance to theſe is a moſt unpardonable Sin. Thus far 


the Apoſtles Reaſoning holds, and it holds equally 


under all Forms of Government. For the End of 


all Government is one and the fame, whether it be 
lodg d in the Breaſt and Will of a ſingle Perſon, or in 


the united Counſels and Degrees of many. And if the 
Exd of it, which is the 1 Happineſs of Mankind, 
be truly anſwerd, all Diſobedience and Reſiſtance 
is inexcuſable. V 
The Argument indeed which the Apoſtle firſt uſes 


of for his Obedience in Subjects, ſeems diſtinct from this, 
wiz, That their Governors are of God, and ordain d of 


God, and the Minifters of God: But having ſhewn that 


the meaning of this can only be, that it is his Will 

that they enjoy this Power for the publick Good, it 
will only follow from hence, that therefore they ate 
to be obey'd in the due Execution of his Will. As far 
as they Deflect from his Will, ſo far they loſe their 
Title to theſe Declarations of the Apoſtle, and ſo far 
are they excluded out of his Argument, as he himſelf 
afterwards explains it. It is a good Argument, Theſe 
Perſons are the Miniſters of Good for the good of Hu- 
mane Society ; therefore they muſt be obey'd. But it 
will not follow from hence, that Obedience is due 


to them, if they deſtroy and ruine the Happineſs of | 


Humane Society. 3 
But let us ſuppoſe that they are of God in the higheſt 
Senſe poſſible; that by his immediate Direction they 
e e are appointed to Rule and Govern in the 
Lingdoms of this World. Well, let us then conſider 
for what End and Purpoſe they are appointed to this 
Honour: And that, it is agreed on all Hands, is the 
publick Happineſs of Mankind. I cannot ſee, even 
upon this Suppoſition, that an unlimitted Submiſſion. 
is due to them. For they were placd in Authority 
for this good End only; and they had Power given 
them by God for this purpoſe only. If therefore they | 

uſe their Authority to any other purpoſe, to the hurt 

and PERU of Humane Society, as they may do, 
_ unleſs they are immediately directed, and their Wills 
forc'd by God himſelf, they act not in any ſuch In- 


ſtances by Authority from God, but contrary to his 


Will. Nor can they in ſuch Inſtances be call'd his 
Vice- gerents without the higheſt Prophaneneſs: And 
therefore to oppoſe them in ſuch Caſes, cannot be 
to oppoſe. the Authority of God. Nay, a Paſſive 
Non Re ſiſſi ance would appear, upon Examination, to 
be a much greater Oppoſit ion to the Will of God, 
than the contrary. For though He Himſelf, upon | 
the preſent Suppoſition, appoint this Perſon ; yet his 
chief Degn in this, being the Good and — 
$5 , 8 


his Eye al 
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of Society; tamely to ſit ſtill, and ſee that entirely 


Ruin d and Sacrific'd to the irregular Will of one 
Man, ſeems a greater ContradiCtion to the Will and 
Deſign. of God, than any Oppoſition can be: For 
it is a tacit Conſent to the Ruin and Miſery of Man- 


kind, whoſe Publick Peace and Happineſs is the ſole 
end of Government, as well if it be appointed by God 


himſelf, as if it be purely of Humane Inſtitution. But 


the Apoſtle makes no ſuch ſuppoſition as this, but only 


determines, Thar it is the Ordinance of God that there 


ſhould be Governours ; and that as long as they act 


| agreeable to the end of their Inſticution, it is a great 
to diſobey, or reſiſt them. We may judge from what 
 Thave faid, how little ground there is from any thing 


here deNver'd by St. Paul to argue to ſo unlimited a 
Submiſſion, as ſome inculcate. For we ſee he hath 

I the way upon the end of Government, 
and founds his Precepts upon this Suppoſition, That 
the Rulers anſwer that good end. If they do not; 


or if they ſet themſelves to contradict it by Oppreſli- 


on, Violence and Injuſtice, by Invading and Deſtroy- 
ing the Publick Happineſs and by bringing on Publick 
Miſeries; the Apoſtle ſeems not to think of Recom- 
mending Submiſfion to the Subject. For whilſt he 
commands Submiſſion, he puts no caſes of Princes act- 


ing contrary: to the purpoſe of their - Inſtitution, and 


the ſole Buſineſs of their Office; much leſs of Princes 
who make an expreſs Contract with their People, and 
take Solemn Oaths to preſerve their Rights and Li- 
berries ; and afterwards break through all theſe Ties, 
to ihvade their Happineſs. Nor doth he mention 


any thing of a Paſſive Submiſſion in ſuch Caſes; 
but plainſy leaves Nations to the Dictates of common 
Senſe, and the Powerful Law of Self. preſervation: 


And this under all Forms of Government equally. 
For the moſt Arbitrary Prince in the World hath no 


3 more Right to make his Subjects Miſerable, than the 


moſt Limited; tho the one may attempt it with great- 
_ er. 
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er Aggravations than the other. 


reſſion, is no more due than Submiſſion to the other. 
For tho' his Authority, in carrying forward the End 
of his Power, cannot be. reſiſted without the higheſt 
Guilt; yet his Authority in acting contrary to that 
En3, may be oppos'd without the Shadow of a Crime; 


nay, with Honour and Glory. He is fecure no far- 
ther than Force and Power ſecure him; and what he 


gets by Violence may be demanded again, and can on- 
17 be maintain d by the ſame Violence, 1 hich firſt 


put him in the Poſſeſſion of it. And as this & true of 


an Abſolute Monarch; ſo it is as true, that ſhould all 
who are poſſeſs'd of Power, in any other Form of Go- 


vernment, Conſent and Agree to enſlave the People 
committed by Providence to their Care, and to make 


them Miſerable; there is nothing in Nature, or in 


the Chriſtian Religion, that can hinder that People 


from Redreſſing their Grievances, and from anſwerin 


ſecure the Happineſs of the Publick Society, 

But ſome may ſay, Where is then the great Virtue 
of Submiſſion to Governours, if it be to be practicd 
towards none but ſuch as anſwer the ends of their In- 
ſtitution? But it 1s eaſy to reply, That there is an In- 
diſpenſable Duty upon all, Subjects as well as others, 
to regard the publick Intereſt ; and if their Submiſſion 


help to deſtroy and ruin that, their Submiſſion can- 


not be a Virtue. It is is due re Governours not for their 
own ſake, but merely for the ſake of Publick Happineſs; 


and therefore can only be praiſe-worthy, when it joins 
to promote that; and muſt degenerate into a Crime, 


(tho it. may be accompany'd with wany Virtites) when 
it forſakes the view of that , and betrays Ic into the hand 


The former is tyd 
up by the Laws of Nature and Reaſon, and obligd by 
the very end of his Exaltation; as truly as the latter 
is by written Laws, or by ſolemn Promiſe: And Sub- 
miſſion to the one, in inſtances ot Violence and Op- 


The 


k ( 
# The great Objection againſt this, tho it be all 
Y | founded upon the Will of God, who fincely deſires 
ct | | the Happinels of Publick Societies, is this; that ĩt may 
b- give occaſion to Subjects to diſturb, and oppoſe their 


P” | Superiours. But certainly, a Rule is not therefore 
K. bad, becauſe Men may miſtake in the Application of 
id it to particular Inſtances; or becauſe evil Men may, 
ſt under the Umbrage of it, ſatisfy their own Paſſions 
gi and unreaſonable Humours.; thoſe theſe latter, as 
C3 | they are diſpoſed to Publick Diſturbances, would cer- 
r- | tainly find out ſome other Pretence for their Beha- 
ne viour, if they wanted this. The contrary Doctrine 
ft to what I have been delivering, we know by an almoſt 


fatal Experience, may be very much abus'd; and yet 
that is not the Reaſon why it ought to be rejected, 


l but becauſe it is not true. Every Man is to give an 
* Account for his Sins; and the Greatneſs of the Guilt 
le of thoſe, who, under any Pretence whatſoever, di- 
ſſturb the Government of ſuch as act the part of good 


| Rulers, is ſo great, that there cannot be a ſtronger 
le | Motive than this againſt Reſiſtance and Oppoſition 
5 to ſuch. For They that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves - 
| Damnation, is pronounc'd againſt ſuch a Reſiſtance ; 
and if Men. will not regard ſuch a Declaration, who. 


10 can help it? The Truth ought not to be conceal'd, or 
'd to ſuffer in the Opinion of Men, for the ſake of ac- 
A cidemat wee “ 
u- 'hus have I endeavoured to give a juſt Account of 
S, what St. Paul hath in this Chapter deliver d concern- 


Mm ing Governours and Subjects. And tho ſome may per- 
n | haps be apt to call this by the Name of Politicks, 


Ir and to cenſure it as foreign to our Office, and this place 

$3 (which they are ſure to do then only when their own 

15 F Notionsare contradicted;) yet I muſt declare, That 

I I cannot think it an unbecoming, or even an unne- 
- ceflary part of our Care, to ſettle the meaſures of Chri- 


{tian Duty in all Caſes, or to endeavour to give a true 
Wo Explication of what ſo great an Apoſtle hath ot 
DO OT OT OO ETC 


ver'd with ſome vehemence, and as a matter of great 
Importance. All that I have now attempted is to ex- 


plain what an inſpir d Perſon wrote: And if this Ex- 
plication be juſt, the Cenſure muſt light at laſt upon 
the Apoſtle himſelf; who, I cannot but think, knew 
very well what became his Office, and what belong'd 
to his Province. „„ BITE 

But tho? I have finiſh'd what I at firſt propos d, yet 
I ſhall emreat your Patience, whilſt I offer to you 
ſome further Conſiderations, not unſuitable to the 
preſent Occaſion. And theſe are ſuch as naturally 
flow from what hath been diſcoursd concerning the 
End and Purpoſe of all Government, whether that 
of Princes, or that of Inferiour Magiſtrates; and will 
ſerve to glve us a complete Idea of a good Governour. 


r. It is highly re: uiſite that all in Authority ſhould 


be happy in a Publick-Spirit; and a true regard to 
the Publick intereſt. For it being the only end for which 


they are cloathed with Authority, to ſerve the Pub- 


lick, and promote the Happineſs of that; if they be BH 
led by private Intereſts of their own; if they be Slaves 
to Coveteouſneſs, or An; or Effeminacy; if 


there be any thing in the World, which they have 


more in their Eye, than the advantage of Humane So- 


ciety, this muſt warp them extremely from the main 
Deſign of their Inſtitution; and as far as they are 


tainted with a vicious Self- Intereſt, ſo far do they 


decline from the Dignity of their Character. But 
when their Breaſts are e 4 with a Love 
eſo 


to the Publick Intereſt, and a ution of proſecu- 
ring that, happy is the Nation that obeys ſich a Prince, 
2 happy the Society that enjoys ſuch a Governour. 
2. There ought to be alſo in a Governour a deep 
. ſenſe of Religion; of the great importance of Virtue 
and of the bad Influente and Malignity of Vice an 
Immortality. For ſince one great end of his Office is 


the 


Nw 


1 
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wn 


eee rens 


© ſhaken: And every ſtep 
publick Miſery. And then, where chere is not a Sa- 
Ccred Regard to Peace, there will 


Y quently no Adyaly 


1 „„ - es 
the Puniſhment of thoſe who do Evil, and the Praiſe F 
them who do well, there will be but little heart to pro- 
ſecute this, * there be firſt a full Perſuaſion that 
there is an eflential Difference between Good and 
Evil; that the Practice of all Virtue will make a Na- 
tion Happy, and the Practice of Vice derive Curſes 
and Ruin upon a People, as well in the Nature of the 
Thing it ſelf, as in the Decree of Almighty God. A 
Ruler that firmly believes this, will Act his Part with 


| ſome Zeal and Concern; and it will tenderly affect 

| his Mind, to ſee his Country _ to be undone by 
Debauchery; and he will employ his 

and Night, how to reform the Manners of Men; or, 

at leaſt, how to put a ſtop to Impudence of thoſe who 
will not be reform'd. But particularly, 


is Thoughts Day 


3. There muſt be a great Love to Juſtice, and 2 


| great Regard to Peace. The one engages a Governor 
co do that which is exactly right between Man and 
Man; and the other influences him to reconcile the 
contending and quarrelling Parts of Mankind, and 
ſeoften the Hearts of Men into Love and Friendſhip. 
> This Juſtice which I hear ſpeak of, tho' it muſt not 
act blindfold, yet it muſt be blind to all outward Re- 
gards, and all Perſons: And nothing of Intereſt, or 
of Party, or of perſonal Reſpect or Prejndice, ought 
ever to ſway in the Diſtribution of Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments: Which do bur little Service to rhe Cauſe 


4 of Honeſty and Virtue; unleſs when it is apparent 
that they are diſpens d for the ſake of Virtue it ſelf, 
and not on any baſeand ſordid Accounts. And if the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice ſhould once be diſregarded, and un- 
© juſt Judgments come into uſe, the great End of A- 


giſtracy is perverted, and the Happineſs of Society 
ſtep this way would be a ſtep to 


no Compaſſion 
for the Diviſions ind Heats of a Nation; and conſe- 
& made towards an univerfal 

= — 


Love and Friendſhip; the want of which alone 


muſt one time or other bring about the Ruin of a” 


Nation. gt! : 1 
4. To all other Qualifications there muſt be join d 


a blameleſs Example, The Reaſon is, becauſe every 


thing that tends to promote Religion and Happineſs 
in a Society, is the Concern of all who have Authority 
in it. Now.it is with thoſe who are to puniſh. Vice 


and protect. Virtue, juſt as it is with thoſe who are to 
teach the Practice of Virtue, and the Abhorrence.of 


Vice. It is an Obſeryation eaſy and obvious to every 
body. that thoſe who are the Preachers of Righteouſ- 
niels do no great Service to the Cauſe, but perhaps the 
tontrary, if their Examples unhappily contradict 


their Precepts. And it is certainly the ſame with re- 
ſpect to thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to puniſh. Vice. If 


whilſt they puniſh it in Inferiors, they themſelves 
are known to be guilty of it; the Correction indeed 
may make the Offender. avoid the Light, but it 
will never make him in love with Virtue. He will 


Tou fee from hence what a Concern theire lies 


Ir is the-invaluable Happineſs of this Kingdom, to 


9 * d l 5 
N 
\ } 


who dire&s all 


pits 6. ; » i W 

all Her Cares not to make Her ſelf Great, 
but Her Subjects Happy Such an Example, one 
would think, cannot but Influence all who are in Au- 
thority under Her, to 1 the ſame $000 End, 
the Publick Happineſi. We are in many Things the 
Envy, as well as the Wonder of other Nations. Our 
Liberties ſtill preſerv'd ; our Conſtitution ſtill happily 
temper' d; and the Profeſſon of our Religion ſtill ſe· 

cure. But wWe want many Things to make the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of theſe great Bleſſings certain and laſting to us; 


but eſpecially: an univerſal Practice of Virtue, and a 


Spirit of Peace and Love. It is your great Concern 
(I ſpeak to all who bear any Office in this great 2 
1C 


to promote the Practice of Virtue and of Peace. T 


former is diſcourag d and endanger'd by every pub- 
lick Act of Prophaneneſs and Irreligion ; which ought 
therefore to be ſeverely puniſh'd, leſt the Poiſon 
ſhould Work is ſelf inſenſibly from ſome Parts into 
the whole Body: And the latter is highly endanger'd 


a0 M wy che 


by all Men of Paffion and Violence; by thoſe who 


vent ſuch Principles as, in effect, call in Queſtion Her 


1 Title to the Crown; by thoſe who deride 
and expoſe the Principles upon which our preſent 


Eftabliſhment, and all our future Hopes are found- 


ed; and by all whoſe Buſineſs it is to raiſe mutual 
Jealouſies and Hears amongſt us. Such as theſe, it 
1s to well known diſcovers themſelves every Day in 


open Light: And ſhall not others be as ready to pre- 
| ſerve the publick Happineſs, as theſe Men are to de- 


troy it? Or is there no way of redreſſing ſuch pub- 


lick and ſuch deſtructive Evils? It is a ſhame to a Na- 


tion not to have good Laws; but it is a much (router 


ſhame.to..have them, and. not to put them. in 


* 


tion. It is a ſhame to a Nation that there ſhould any 
Perſons belong to it, ſo little ſenſible of the Happineſs 
it enjoys, as to Libel and Diſturb ſuch a LUEEN 
and ſuch a Government : Bur it is a greater ſhame that 
no Method ſhould bz found of annexing Puniſhments 

— — I 


en... wumnmg 
| to what ſo highly deſerves it. Let it, t e, ap 
| | prar that You are truly ſenſible of the Nature and 
WY Eud of your Truſts, by your hearty Endeavours to 
promote the Happineſs of the Publick. Let a true 
= Nad to that diſcover it ſelf in all your Proceedings. 
[ Let your Examples allure to Virtue, as well as your 

| Puniſhments deter from Vice. Let your Zeal diſco- 

[ ver it felf againſt the Enemies of Religion, and of the 
Paublick Peace. Let it be ſeen that You: Beer nor the 
} Sword in vain, Thus You will make The City 4 Praiſe 

| in the whole'Earth, and draw down Bleſſings from Hea- 
| ven upon the whole . 9911007101 
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